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spent on the middle level of the astral and the rest on the-
lower subplanes of the heaven-world.
7. The vast mass of unskilled labour, well meaning"
but careless, and also the high types of savages have an
interval from sixty to a hundred years, whereof forty to
fifty are spent on the lower part of the astral and the
remainder on the lowest subdivision of the heaven-world.
8. Savages of comparatively mild type, some hill
tribes of India, and also the wastrels, the unemployable and
the drunkards among all nations, as well as slum-dwellers,
are absent from the world from forty to fifty years, spent
entirely on the lowest subdivision but one of the astral
plane.
9. The lowest specimens of humanity, the most
brutal of savages, the habitual criminals and the wife- and
child-beaters spend about five years on the lowest subplane
of the astral before being reborn, unless they are earth-
bound by crime, which not infrequently happens.
In all the above cases those individualised by
intellect tend to take the longer of the two intervals men-
tioned as possible for them, while those who attained
individualisation by other modes tend to take the shorter
interval.
When a child dies, he, too, has his short astral life
and his Devachan before return to rebirth; the interval
between the two lives may vary from a few months to
several years, according to the age and the mental and
emotional nature of the child.
But the length and nature of the last life are also a
great factor in determining the interval. An ego dying
young, not having an opportunity to generate great spirit-
ual force will have a shorter interval than an ego living to
old age, and will also have a greater proportion of astral

